=
ogt

e

< B A D>

=717l 7HE

But damage caused to wildlife has been considerable.

For millennia farmers grew crops without chemical
pesticides. In the decades after the Second World
War, toxic compounds came into widespread and
ever-increasing use, emerging as a key factor in the
rapid expansion in food production. (D) The effects
are wide ranging and include the loss of food plants
for insects and a decline in the food supply for
insect-eating birds. (@) The populations of beneficial
animals are affected too, including pollinators. (®)
Some pesticides accumulate in food chains, causing
populations of top predators to decline. (@) At the same

time, pests have developed resistance to pesticides.
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Have you ever been in an airplane and noticed that
your ears start to pop as the plane climbs into the
sky? That's because there is a change in air pressure.
The same thing may happen when you ride up in an
elevator. At sea level, the air pressure is the (D same
outside and inside your body. As altitude increases,
with @ fewer atmospheric gas molecules, the air pressure
drops. Your ears may pop because the air trapped
inside your ears, at a @ lower pressure than the air
outside your body, makes your eardrums bulge outward.
Chewing gum during a takeoff prompts you to
swallow saliva, opening the tubes that connect the
breathing passages to your ears and equalizing the
pressures painlessly. A similar thing happens when
the plane comes in for a landing and the pressure
inside your ears is @lower than the air pressure outside.
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